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SUPERB collects
practical and
expands scientific
knowledge on
successful forest
restoration and
synthesises it for
action.

Practical & scientific knowledge

Support forest restoration by
ensuring that policy and societal
demands are known and
considered in practice. Also, map
the demands of ecosystem
services by landowners,
managers, and society, on a local
and European scale.
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Transformative change through:

Demonstrateing and test
successful restoration
approachesin 12 large-
scale demonstration areas

Delivering a stakeholder
targeted multi-language
Forest Knowledge Gateway

Improving societal support Delivering evidence-based
for restoration and practical and latest

benefits from restoration scientific knowledge
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Creating a large & powerful

Launching an interactive multi-stakeholder network
online Marketplace and movement for

transformative restoration
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Drought
Bark beetle
Intense harvesting

l Climate change




Toolbox of restoration measures:

090

Afforestation Reforestation Promoting natural Underplanting Protecting Wildlife Removing invasive
regeneration regeneration management species

NN

Inserting rare Adapting tree species Enhancing forest Landscape Habitat restoration for Enhancing Protection of veteran trees/
species composition to climate change  connectivity diversification specific species structural diversity old-growth patches
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Maintaining tree Increasing Soil vitalisation Hydrology Forest education Stakeholder Advanced
microhabitats deadwood restoration engagement monitoring
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Practical
restoration

experience

* ~1700 forest restoration projects in last 30y

e 84 indicators on effort and success

* Very diverse degradation causes, restoration

objectives and restoration methods

Existing data platforms for restoration projects

Transnational
Databases

Enable cross-border
learning with filters and
institutional backing,
but often lack detailed,
real-time project data
and spatial specifics.

GoProFor, SER, WOCAT, FERM,
Restoration Barometer, Kohesio,
Climate-ADAPT, Restore

EU and Regional
Databases

Cover major EU-funded
projects with policy
relevance and partner
data, but have gaps,
unclear funding splits,
and limited filters.

Kohesio, EFI Database, GoProFor,
Keep.eu (via INTERREG)

20/06/2025

National Databases

Provide detailed local
restoration data, but
access varies by country
and language; often lack
downloads and
standardized formats.

Non-Governmental &
Voluntary Initiatives

Capture grassroots
efforts, urban forests,
and innovation, but lack
standards, consistent
data, and transparency
for ecological
verification.

LONA (Swed: Suomi (Fil ),
Landvernd (Iceland), Woodland Trust
(UK), Restoration Funders (Multi-
country)

Tree-Nation, Trillion Tree Campaign,
Mossy Earth, Bergwaldprojekt
(GER/CH/ESP/AUT), WeForest, SUGI,
Explorer.land

Different phases:

Disaster risk reduction
Production

Multifunctionality

forest-restoration.eu

10 Forces Shaping the Evolution of Forest Restoration in Europe
Insights from expert narratives across 18 European countries

Analyzing expert national narratives provides a unique lens into the long-term, large-scale evolution of forest resto-
ration, revealing how environmental, technical, political, legal, social and economic forces have driven successes and
setbacks over the past two centuries. Below we summarized the findings into 10 key lessons learnt to guide future

restoration efforts

Natural
disasters

Restoration often began after
catastrophic natural disturbances (e.g.,
floods. meving dunes) resulting from
deforestation. Currently, environmen-
tal crises are influencing restoration
approaches.

Rural abandonment enabled regenera-
tion but risked unmanaged forests.
Increased environmental awareness of
society has diversified restoration
objectives

Social, economic, political, and environ=

mental drivers must align to enable
impactful forest restoration changes.
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Geopolitical
turmoil

Wars contributed to forest degradation,
halted restoration efforts and spurred
large-scale afforestation for timber.
leaving lasting impacts.

Strong, stable funding has been key to
restoration success; insufficient and
inconsistent funding remains a major
obstacle today. Innovative, resilient
funding solutions urgently needed

Balanced but strict national forest laws
and specialized institutions, along with
international policies, have facilitated
restoration success.

9

Conflicting
goals

Conflicts among stakeholders and
policies hinder restoration efforts. A
holistic landscape approach helpful to
minimize tradeoffs among sectors

Forest ownership

and governance

Centralized forest management often
succeeded, while fragmented property
and governance slowed progress.
Innovative solutions to address
property fragmentation are needed
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Changing demand for forest products
and services has shaped restoration;
marketable benefits are crucial for
ong-lasting engagement in restoration

Short-term fixes have created
long-term vulnerabilities. Long-term
thinking and awareness of system
interconnectedness are key for success.
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Read full study here: Erdozain, M., Alberdi, I., Aszalos, R. et al. The

of Forest

vin Europe: A Synthesis for a Step

Forward Based on National Expert Knowledge. Curr. For. Rep. 11,4
(2025). https:/doi.org/10.1007/s40725-024-00235-3



Species and
provenance
selecition tool
SEED4FOREST

https://app.seed4forest.org/ §

== Reference Model

= Default Model

Indicator A
Indicator B

6. Enhancing Landscape Connectivity
and Diversity

National and regional scale - Site level - FastTrack

EFISCEN-Space . .
Gini —forest structure p ProJECtlo ns

index

0.4 average volume

Enhancing landscape connectivity and diversity ensures the movement and genetic exchange of species, while

supporting more resilient and and This approach involves creating

carridors and linkages between fragmented habitats, allowing for the migration of wildiife and the dispersal of

plant species, which is essential for maintaining healthy populations and genetic diversity. By promoting a 0.1

heterogeneous landscape that includes a variety of habitats and successional stages, restored landscapes can

better mimic natural systems, thus increasing ecological stability and resilience against disturbances.

Ultimately, enhancing connectivity and diversity in the landscape fosters richer biodiversity, supports 9
services, and i to the long: ustainability of both local and regional environments.
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6.1 Establishment of
hedgerows,/corridors

Hedgerows are linear strips of native or mixed-species

getation which are usedinsgriculturaloree NI 0 pgm ol Baga  EARERRalL ST emes a2 ] e
ion forest 1o connect T T
habitats, or to increase biodiversity within the productive 20 40

areas. Specifically, these structures serve as passages
tor wildlite by facilitating gane flow and species disparsal
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Socioeconomic
restoration

Restoration for
forest cover

Ecological
restoration

L
Restoration conflicts

Coordination conflicts due to ambiguous and
conflicting administrative competencies

Public administrations

Top-down decision-making misaligned with local
interest

Horizontal and vertical incoherences and

Re- and afforestation

National
regulatory
and policy
frameworks -

>

Close(r)-to-nature

The "silent majority" supports forest restoration, but
lower support in disturbed areas.

Perceived or expected negative impacts of restoration _
must be taken serious to not risk conflicts and P
decreasing general support of forest restoration!
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‘Wildlife management (i.p. hunting) Clearcutting

Invasive species control Protected forest area
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Policies and legislation

conflicts in national/regional forest policy
Conflicts between stakeholder groups >

EU cross-sectoral forest restoration policy coherence
NATURE

RORAL

Stakeholders Historical powerful imbalances between

stakeholders

Case study specific
Social media analysis, Online debate mapping
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Inbox

Edit page

Events

Governance
and Society

Fleckenstein, S. (2024). From sectoral policy
change to cross-sectoral (dis) integration? A
longitudinal analysis of the EU's forest and
rural development policy. Forest Policy and
Economics, 169, 103319.

O Increase the stock
of organic carbon in
forests

O°: Foster strict forest
conservation (in
particular of primary and
old-growth forests
0F: Foster afforestation
(e.g. through planting at
least three billion trees
in Europe by 2030)
O7: Avoidance of

047

CATY  DEVELOPMEN CONSERvATioN D'OFCONOMY — VIATER sl
TPOLICY POLICY |
Forest- | Reach net i Reduce Combat water [ Increase  the
related policy carbon the dependence on | pollution  and | share of energy
objectives target i i non ensure produced from
of 310 million | fabric of rural | recovery of | unsustainable | sufficient water | renewable
tons of CO,|areas biodiverse and | resources supply to flora | sources to at
equivalent by resilient nature and fauna and | least 42.5%
Forest restoratio 2030 human needs | until 2030
objectives
0. Increase the share of
standing and lying 0,30 024
deadwood
0% Increase the share of
uneven-aged forests
(incl. through natural Sk 0.55
regeneration)
" Improve forest
connectivi

clearcutting
O™ Combat invasive

Ealien species

: Ensure adapted
cloven-hoofed game
populations in forests

079 0,71 118 1,00 1.06
033 053 e | o 042 018
045 077 147 033 0,47 039




Media engagement

Societal support >
Political support >
Financial support 2>
Benefit for nature!

, SUPERB
& demos SUPERB
research
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Gy Stakeholder
I Large s?ale for.estI E nga ge m e nt
restoration action! & co mm u n ity
Building

Final events 2025
26-28 May, Bonn

2326 ltine Building t.he UPscallng
Edinburgh Community with key
8-12 Sep, Leuven .
restoration actors

20/06/2025 forest-restoration.eu

Forest Storytelling
and Engagement for
Change

A toolkit for effective stakeholder
engagement and communication
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Comments on the draft
Nature Restoration Law

MERLIN
REST-COAST
SUPERB

WaterLANDS
PONDERFUL

* Joint Policy Brief and Science publication
Daniel Hering et al., Securing success for the Nature Restoration Law. Science
382,1248-1250(2023). DOI:10.1126/science.adk1658

* Participation in DG ENV Expert Group on NRR (observer)

* In-person invitation-only event on 10t of March April 2025
2025 targeted at EC and national competent &
authorities + report

* Joint Session on Landscape Restoration at SERE 24, +
Joint Session with UN Decade, SERE, UNEP-WCMC,...

Report and resources
High-Level Workshop
10 March 2025 | Brussels
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Forest knowledge
Gateway

Making knowledge on
forest restoration

and integrative management
accessible to everyone.

This Gateway is being developed
as part of EU-funded projects
SUPERB and TRANSFORMIT.
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S U P E R B TRANSFORMIT

Upscaling Forest Restoration

:**n* Funded by
*.,+* | the European Union
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SUPERB and TRANSFORMIT are funded by
the European Union. Views and opinions
expressed are however those of the
author(s) only and do not necessarily
reflect those of the European Union or
the European Research Executive
Agency. Neither the European Union nor
the granting authority can be held
responsible for them.



Forest knowledge - about
Gateway

Forest knowledge
Gateway

..designed to support and
inspire forest restoration,
climate change adaptation,
biodiversity conservation, and
Integrative Forest Management
across Europe and beyond.

Get to know the Gateway!
www.forestknowledge.eu

*The platform will officially be launched in
September 2025.



Resources that you will find in the Gateway
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Educational Tools &
material Methods

& B

Publications Stories External platforms

Projects




estoration journeys 4 you

Based on stakeholder specific major restoration barriers and enablers,
we have developed “Stakeholder Journeys”, which will guide people through
the topics and synthesized knowledge most relevant for their work.

ot W = L=

Landowners and Planners and )
. . Policy actors
practitioners implementers

Funders and
investors




Your contributions are welcome!

Make your insights or hands-on
experience in forest restoration or
forest management accessible!

We're building this Gateway together
- contribute your resources and help
others learn from your work.
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:\\\% Stay in touch!

For questions, feedback, or if you would like to connect,
contact elisabeth.schatzdorfer@efi.int or gesche.schifferdecker@efi.int

Follow us for more updates on:
www.forest-restoration.eu

@ SUPERB Project

www.transformforests.eu

@ TRANSFORMIT Project
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