Assessing Ecosystem Services to Support Conservation Decisions: ONE NATURE
Integrated LIFE Project, Czech Republic

Why Benefits Matter:

Effective protection of Natura 2000 requires demonstrating the societal benefits it

Assessment of the target
feature’s status

delivers — locally and globally. These benefits are still rarely assessed or used in

practical conservation planning.
Ecosystem Services in Focus

Natura 2000 sites support essential ecosystem services — climate regulation, water protected
purification, flood mitigation, pollination, recreation — that benefit both people and

nature.

Bridging the Knowledge Gap ,-\Q\
While costs of conservation are clearly M\A’A
felt, benefits often remain -
invisible. This project helps quantify
and communicate these benefits to
inform fair and effective decision-
making.
Tailored
Impact
By adapting EU-level approaches to
Czech-specific conditions and data, we
provide more accurate valuations and
a transferable model for other Central
and Eastern European countries.

Methods for Greater

Consolidated Ecosystem Layer (KVES): A Foundational Spatial Tool for
Ecosystem Service Assessment

I Discontinuous urban

The Consolidated Ecosystem Layer is a
seamless, high-resolution land cover
map of the entire Czech Republic,
developed as a foundational dataset for
ecosystem service (ES) mapping and
assessment. The original version was
created in 2012-2013 and updated in
2021 under the LIFE-IP: N2K Revisited
project.
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available and classifies Czech landscapes *
into 39 ecosystem categories. |Its
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for ES evaluation across protected and
managed landscapes.

Ecosystem and economic assessment of the socio-economic benefits of the
Natura 2000 network

¢ Socio-economic valuation database
We are developing a national database of socio-economic values of ecosystems
in Natura 2000 sites in the Czech Republic, using ecosystem services mapping
and assessment methods.

¢ Methodology for nature protection authorities
We are creating practical guideline for authorities to monitor ecosystem
services and integrate them into conservation planning and management.

¢ Online tool for ecosystem service valuation
We are designing a web-based tool to support ecosystem service valuation,
including the assessment of alternative management and future scenarios
under climate change risks.
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National Platform for Ecosystem Services (NPES): Bridging Science,
Policy, and Practice

Established in 2022, the National Platform for Ecosystem Services (NPES)
serves as an institutional interface connecting researchers, policymakers,
NGOs, and other key stakeholders involved in ecosystem services (ES) and
biodiversity governance. NPES enhances the applicability of ES assessments in
policy and decision-making by fostering interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral
collaboration.
Through regular meetings NPES provides a space for .
knowledge exchange, coordination, and shared
understanding across sectors such as agriculture, water |
management, forestry, and spatial planning. It supports |
strategic, legislative, and methodological discussions
while promoting the integration of ES in national and
international frameworks. NPES also facilitates the
implementation of the Czech National Biodiversity ?
Strategy 2030. In 2026, NPES will be featured at the
European ESP Conference in Prague as an example of a
functioning  science-policy-practice  interface  in
ecosystem service governance.
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