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Forest 
conservation and 

management
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To protect nature, you need to have a good 
understanding of it. At the end of May, we started a 
project to make an inventory of the virgin and quasi-
virgin forests in the bĭůĭǎīǝMountains, with the aim 
to:
Å Create recent orthophoto maps (high-quality maps 

made by assembling drone images) of the forests in 
the National Catalogue of Virgin Forests in the 
bĭůĭǎīǝMountains, in support of the Ministry of 
Environment, Water, and Forests;

Å Build a database with the long-term evolution of 
virgin forests in the National Forest Catalogue;

Å Produce photographic material on Romania's 
exceptional natural values to help promote tourism 
in local communities around the bĭůĭǎīǝMountains.© Sebastian Mastahac
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ΣWe mainly admired the grandeur of 
these magnificent forests from a 
drone, at a height of about 120 m 
above the tree canopyͫΣǖīȈǖηpƨƝǪǦη
:ǎŖǦǪͫηour ranger involved in the 
project. 
ΣTo get good photos, we had to 
climb to altitudes higher than the 
ŮƨǎŖǖǢΥǖͪηéƨηŮīǎͫηƨȁŖǎηīηǋŖǎżƨŎηƨŮηǖżȇη
months we have covered on foot a 
total distance of about 200 km, on 
difficult terrain with steep slopes and 
with thousands of meters in 
elevation. It was the only way we 
could monitor 7,600 ha of the 
10,000 ha of virgin and quasi-virgin 
forests in the bĭůĭǎīǝMountainsͪΣ
We will repeat this monitoring in a 
few years to understand what and 
how things are changing in these 
forests.

ђηpƨƝǪǦη:ǎŖǦǪ© Sebastian Mastahac



High biodiversity means favourable
conditions for many species of fungi 
(mushrooms). In turn, these 
contribute to maintaining 
biodiversity. It is an ecological cycle 
of interdependence and balance.

The abundance of fungi is an 
indicator of the inestimable value of 
the ecosystem and forests, and the 
rains have once again served as a 
litmus test highlighting this fact.

© Foundation Conservation Carpathia 

ђηbƒīȁżǪǖηáĭǪǦĭ
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Ecological 
restoration
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Zârna Valley, in the south of the 
cǇȋǇɭǅɽṽ²ɇʋȼʃǅșȼɵ

We continued planting on one of the 
most difficult ecological restoration
sites in the bĭůĭǎīǝMountains.

Access to the Zârna Valley is arduous. 
The area is characterized by steep 
slopes, hard soil, and rocks, all of which 
are challenging when you want to 
plant saplings. End of the paved road 10 km



© Foundation Conservation Carpathia 

We are working on this site alongside a 
team of 15 workers from local 
communities such as Dragoslaveleand 
ValeapīǝǪƒǪż. We are continuing our 
efforts to transform the area back into 
a resilient forest. 
We have managed to plant between 
1,500 and 2,500 seedlings per day, a 
result that gives us motivation .

ђη:ƒīǪŎżǪηúƨīƝǦĭђη:ƒīǪŎżǪηúƨīƝǦĭ

ђη:ƒīǪŎżǪηúƨīƝǦĭ ђη:ƒīǪŎżǪηúƨīƝǦĭ
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We have talked before about the beech 
nut, which contains such a valuable 
seed. Harvesting it is a laborious and 
time-consuming activity, but essential 
for several projects: the study of the 
availability of food for bears and the 
production of new seedlings.
In October, we gathered 11 kg of beech 
nuts from the Vidraru sampling plots 
and delivered them to the nurseries for 
sowing, along with those collected from 
other sampling areas.


